
The past and the future vibrate in the present  

Ven. Mary Potter 

We entered the reality of hope that is surrender and found within ourselves  

the strength to let what has been, give birth to what will be – just as Mary did.  

May we continue to walk forward in this journey of grace with such hope. 

An encounter with the Spirit … in the company of Mary  
 
In August 2019, Extended Council of the Sisters of the Little Company 
of Mary met in Sydney Australia. The Extended Council includes the 
Congregational Leadership, Province/Region Leaders and other 
invited Sisters. The theme of the meeting was an encounter with the 
Spirit in the company of Mary. The program was designed so that each 
day, we invited Mary, in whose company we walk, as guide and model 
for our discernment and discussion of the day. 
 
We came in the company of Mary of the Annunciation  
Like Mary, in this moment we were called into a moment of Encounter with the Spirit. We have 
come, we are here. We took this time to really become present to this place, to those we walk 
with and we say with Mary: I am the handmaid of the Lord.  
 
We walked with the Mary of the Visitation 
We acknowledged our call as Leaders to carry Christ to our Sisters, to greet the Christ within 
them, to hold them in their times of joy and sadness, challenge and success so that they might 
truly bear Christ for others. Particularly touching this day was our liturgy of remembrance, 
honouring our Sisters who had died since the last Chapter. We stand on their shoulders and 
we honour them for all they have been as women of the LCM spirit.  
 
We walked with the Mary of the Presentation 
In the joyful moment of Jesus’ presentation in the Temple, Mary was called into the reality of 
life - symbolized by the sword which pierces the heart.  Only when we are prepared to engage 
with reality – its joys and sorrows, can we respond as God would have us and live into the 
future. 
 
We walked with the Mary of the Miracle at Cana 
It was for us to listen to the Spirit in the moment, to let ourselves hear the voice of Divine 
Wisdom, to discern and to reflect. It was also for us to help our Sisters hear that Spirit, just as 
Mary did at Cana for Jesus. Like Mary listened to her context and circumstance, so did we. 
We asked ourselves: As we listen, what are we hearing? 
 

We walked with Mary present in 
the Calvary moment 
We recognized that we walk in the 
spirit of Ven. Mary Potter who knew 
that call to be outpoured Love 
expressed in Mary and Jesus on 
Calvary. We depthed the reality of 
our one heart and the possibilities 
inherent in our spirit. 
 
We walked with Mary away from 
the Upper Room, called, as she 
was, to be present to and for others.  
With Mary and in service to our 
Sisters, we went from the meeting 
place of Spirit, enriched to foster 
hope, to bring life and to be 
presence to our Sisters.  

 


