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SR. ELISABETTA (AGNESE) NOTARI 

 

 

Sr. Elisabetta (Agnese) Notari was born in Italy in Borgo San 

Dalmazzo in Piemonte on 19th June 1942.  The family was 

composed of Agnese’s parents Giorgio and Iolanda, Agnese and 

her brother Alberto.  After some years the family transferred to 

Rome because of her father’s work.   

Agnese came in contact with the Little Company of Mary when her mother was admitted to 

our hospital where she died a short time later.  Agnese was very impressed with the sisters’ 

devotion to the sick and prayers for the dying in union with our Lady on Calvary.  So she let 

her fiancé know of her intention, broke the engagement and joined the Little Company of 

Mary on 11th October 1966.   

After she trained in our Mary Potter nursing school she went to England for her novitiate 
and returned to Italy for final vows, taking as her motto: “May soul magnifies the Lord”.  She 
worked in Rome, Milan and Sicily.  She was greatly disappointed by the closure of the 
Calvary Hospital and the departure of the sisters. After the closure of our hospital 
structures, she studied Pastoral course at the Camillian Institute and shortly thereafter she 
did her C.P.E. training in the University of Chicago U.S.A.  Her work as chaplain was in the 
general hospital run by the St. John of God Brothers. She was the first religious sister to hold 
such a title.  
 
When she returned to Italy she was also involved as secretary of A.I.P.A.S. (Associazione 
Italiana di Pastorale Sanitaria) with annual meetings held in central Italy (Collevalenza) and 
attended by an average of 300 members.  The participants were Camillian priests, Saint John 
of God Brothers, Franciscan and Capuchin priests, diocesan priests, sisters involved in 
Pastoral care ministry and lay people. She was also involved in the European Conferences of 
pastoral care and counselling in different countries: Finland, Poland, England.  
 
After retirement Elisabetta had her fair share of knocks and disappointments, her health 
began to deteriorate greatly over time. It is very easy to believe when all is going well. It is 
not so easy to believe when things are going the opposite way and the only solution left is to 
surrender.  Her faith was her only sustenance. The Cross was central in her life:  she lived 
and suffered under its shadow together with Mary.  She concluded her life like Mary at foot 
of the Cross, saying the "yes" she pronounced at the beginning of her life's story.  May you 
rest in peace, dear Elisabetta, and may you enjoy the fullness of LIFE. 
 
                                                 

Anna Maria Marazzi LCM, Rome 


