
One in the heart of Mary 

 
 
Born from the vision of the 18th 
Congregational Chapter, in July 
2019, Sisters from many of the 
countries of the Congregation 
gathered in Sydney, Australia at 
Mary Mackillop Place, home of 
the only Australian Saint – St 
Mary of the Cross. Our desire 
was to explore the gift that is to 
be found when we come 
together as one, across cultures 
and generations.   

In the Chapter Vision, the 
Congregation called us to 
recognise and depth our sense 
of oneness. This meeting was 
one response to that call.  

 

 

The theme was Let’s go down to the 
Potter’s House and share the clay of 
our being. It was a time of sharing 
ourselves as unique persons, shaped and moulded by our culture, country of origin, age, family, 
church and LCM cultures. Through prayer, sharing, experience and contemplative process, we were 
able to understand each other a little better and to affirm that it is our charism that unites us and its 
expression in our various cultures enriches not only the Congregation but the world.  We shared our 
dreams, our heartaches and hopes as one in the heart of Mary and each of us came away with a 
deeper sense of our oneness.  

 

Clearly the Congregation is a global entity, intercultural 
in nature and strengthened by a ‘we can’ attitude. We 
affirmed the strong foundation of our charism and 
Marian spirituality which is so important to all of us. As 
we look to the future, we draw from the depth of that 
foundation and allow that spirituality to shape the who 
and how of the LCM into the future. We know that if we 
foster our interconnectedness and understanding of 
each other, it enriches our LCM and the world. Our 
reality is intercultural and intergenerational – and it is 
gift.  

 

We commit to recognize and intentionally act as part of 
the whole: to build relationship and community and 
celebrate our differences, knowing that our LCM 
charism is at the heart of who we are, and we are one!  

 

We are invited to be risktakers for the future of our world. Those risks may be as simple as moving 
out of our own comfort zones and seeking to appreciate and value the other, or they may challenge 
us in how we be a healing presence for our broken world, as Mary was for her Son on Calvary.   

The attendees were Veronica McNamara, Monica Whelan, Mary 
Mugodzeri, Ellen Maseve, Jennifer Barrow, Silindiwe Shamu, 
Kathleen Keane, Margaret Lancaster, Carol Pacini, Raye Boyle, 
Renee Cunningham, Susanna Park, Monica Park, Judith Barwick, 
Maria Park, Bernadette Fitzgerald, Carmel Byrne, Helen Kelly, 
Brigetta Choi. Our facilitator was Donna Fyffe. 


